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Work for one year in
Germany

Envoy for Osnabrück sought
The City of Osnabrück, Germany, is
looking for young people from Derby who are interested in spending a
year abroad in Derby‘s twin city Osnabrück and would like to represent
the city of Derby there.

The position runs from 1st October
2019 to 30th September 2020. You
will receive a monthly salary for your work from the City‘s Twinning
Office.

The envoy works with an international team made up of other envoys
from Angers (France), Çanakkale
(Turkey), Haarlem (Netherlands) and
Tver (Russia).

Are you interested in this
opportunity?
Are you interested in this opportunity and have a good command of
German?
Please submit your application by
the 15th July 2019 to:
Stadt Osnabrück
Referat Strategische Steuerung
und Rat
Städtepartnerschaftsbüro
Bierstraße 28
49074 Osnabrück
Germany

2018/19 Envoy Team in Osnabrück
Janna Kamphof (Haarlem), Mariia Madenova
(Tver), Ali Çınar (Çanakkale), Chloe Staton
(Derby) and Clémence Mitaut (Angers)

The envoy’s tasks are very varied
and include: establishing new
cultural, educational or commercial
connections between the two cities,
preparing for guest receptions for
visitors from Derby, interpreting at
official
receptions,
translating
correspondence, conducting city
tours, press and public relations,
working on new and existing projects, organising a summer trip to
Derby, and much more.

For more information, please
contact:
Chloe Staton
Tel.: 0049 541 323-2192
Email: botschafterin-gb@osnabrueck.de
and
Jens Koopmann
Tel.: 0049 541 323-2272
Email: koopmann@osnabrueck.de
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As early as 1965, the first Osnabrück

Being an Envoy
in Osnabrück

City envoy set out for Angers. Since
1967, a regular exchange between
both cities takes place. Haarlem
sent their first city envoy to Osnabrück in 1969. Since 1976 there has
been

an

exchange

of

Envoys

between Derby and Osnabrück.
Since 1990 between Tver and Osn-

abrück. Between Osnabrück and

The Envoys in Osnabrück (from left to right):
Janna Kamphof (Haarlem)
Mariia Madenova (Tver)
Ali Çınar (Canakkale)
Chloe Staton (Derby)
Clémence Mitaut (Angers)

Çanakkale

there

has

been

an

exchange of City envoys since 2005.
The City of Derby (Great Britain)
stopped receiving envoys in the
summer of 2016 and is not continu-

City ambassadors,

ing the exchange for the time being.
Young people spend a year working

The suggestion for this unique pro-

in the respective twin town, brin-

gramme in Germany came from Os-

ging their skills and insights to the

nabrück. After the twinning agree-

job.

ments were signed between Osnabrück, Haarlem and Angers in 1964,
all three cities decided to establish a

Becoming an Envoy

position for young people from their
respective twin cities, who would

City envoys are usually young peop-

deal with all the activities arising

le who have good knowledge of the

within the framework of the twin-

language and would like to work for

ning. Since then there have been re-

one year in the respective twin city.

gular envoy exchanges with the twin

To date, nearly 250 young men and

cities of Angers (France), Çanakkale

women have benefitted from this

(Turkey), Haarlem (Netherlands) and

opportunity to work for a year in a

Tver (Russa).

twin city.
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A film about the envoy exchange



Press and public relations

and more information is available



Organisation of public trips

on



Internship placements



Presentation of the partner city in

the

Internet

at:

http://

www.osnabrueck.de/verwaltung/
staedtepartnerschaften/das-etwas-

schools, organisations etc.

andere-diplomatische-korps.html

Life after a year as an envoy
Envoys in the twin cities
Many of the city envoys stay in
Osnabrück for

professional or per-

sonal reasons after their contract
comes to an end.
The first Osnabrück envoy in Derby
and the first Derby envoy in Osnabrück famously stayed on in their

respective twin cities. Other envoys

Osnabrücker Envoys in the partner cities
(from left to right)
Ayyüce Keloglu (Canakkale)
Friederike Hellbusch (Angers)

from the twin cities now live in the
Osnabrück region.

The Envoy‘s objectives


Building

new

links

between

schools, clubs, organisations etc


Receiving and assisting guests
from Derby



Interpreting at official receptions



Translation

of

correspondence

between the two cities


Guided tours
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Osnabrück Derby‘s German twin city
since 1976
well as a member of the Westphalian Federation of Cities.

Around 780, Charlemagne, king of
the Franks, erected a stone church
on the banks of the River Hase, the
centre of modern-day Osnabrück.
The city’s name is presumably a
combination of the Low German
words “Ossen” / ox and “Brügge” /
bridge.

Magnificent town houses and
other prestigious buildings bear
witness to the power and wealth
of the medieval merchants.

Osnabrück became important
during the negotiations for the
Peace of Westphalia that took
place here as well as in Münster
between 1643-1648. The Peace of
Westphalia, proclaimed on October 1648, finally ended the Thirty
Years’ War and changed the face of
Europe.

Some time before 803, the city
became seat of the PrinceBishopric of Osnabrück which likely
makes Osnabrück the oldest bishopric in Saxony. As a hub of old
trading routes and as the seat of a
bishop, Osnabrück developed into
a thriving center for commerce in
the Middle Ages. In 1157, Emperor
Frederick Barbarossa granted the
city its fortification privileges.

While the Catholics used Münster
as a base for negotations, the
Protestants used Osnabrück. As a
result of the negotiation agreements, Osnabrück was alternately
ruled by Catholic and Protestant
bishops until 1803.

Most of the towers that were part
of the medieval fortification are
still visible in the city. From 14121669, Osnabrück was a member of
the “Hanse” (Hanseatic League) as

Osnabrück’s political and cultural
6

pletes its long history of Episcopal
power. The young, top flight
university, the technical college
with its popular international study
programmes and the German Federal
Environment
Foundation
(DBU), all located in Osnabrück, are
important factors for the creation
of an innovative climate.

life believes in the maxim: “The
task of peace – committed to
peace”. After 5 years of negotiations the ”Peace of Westphalia”
that ended the Thirty Years’ War
was proclaimed on the steps of the
Town Hall in 1648.
For more than 60 years local children have commemorated this
event every year with a hobby
horse parade.

Today, Osnabrück is the third largest city in Lower Saxony (163,000
inhabitants) and the only German
city situated in a nature reserve.

From 1412-1669, Osnabrück was a
member of the “Hanse” (Hanseatic
League), the most important
trading alliance of its time that
brought great wealth and stature
to its member cities. These days,
the old trade routes are now pleasant streets with attractive shops.
This mixture of historic quarters
and modern architecture is the
hallmark of Osnabrück, whose status as a university city (around
20,000 students) com-

With 1,220 square kilometers the
UNESCO Geo Park TERRA.vita is
ideal for cycling, hiking or for improving your handicap on one of
the many golf courses around Osnabrück. Embedded between the
Teutoburg
Forest
and
the
“Wiehengebirge”, the green traces
of this nature reserve stretch right
into the inner city of Osnabrück.
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FAQ

projects, you should be motivated
and prepared to face unknown
challenges.

Questions about Osnabrück:

Enjoying working in a team will
make your work easier. Many
projects are planned and managed
jointly in the team with the other
envoys.

Where can I find information about
Osnabrück?
Information about Derby's German
twin city Osnabrück can be found at:
www.osnabrueck.de. Or, of course,
from the city envoy from Derby in
Osnabrück. For contact details see
the back of the pamphlet.

In Osnabrück you will work with
city envoys from Angers (France),
Çanakkale
(Turkey),
Haarlem
(Netherlands) and Twer (Russia).
♦♦♦

♦♦♦

How old do I have to be to apply?
To become an envoy, you should be
between 18 and 30 years old.

What do I need to know about the
twin city / country?
It is of course helpful to have a
certain idea of Osnabrück and
Germany, but no one will expect you
to know the city‘s history by heart.
However, it is beneficial if you have
visited Germany in the past.

♦♦♦

What qualifications do I require?
As a rule, no specific qualifications
are required.
♦♦♦

What are the language requirements?
Your level of German should be
good to very good, as you have to
work within Osnabrück‘s city council. Your knowledge of German does
not have to be perfect, but you
should be able to communicate
effectively. You will of course need
some time to get used to things at
the beginning of the programme as
everything will be new.

Questions about the application process
What are the requirements?
You should identify with the city of
Derby. Derby does not necessarily
have to be your place of birth, but
you should have lived there for several years and know the city and of
course like it. As you will be working
on many different kinds of
8

But in general everything comes by
itself. Do not worry!

the interview will take place in German.

♦♦♦

Which application documents are
needed?
You apply in the standard way with
a cover letter with a photograph, a
CV, a copy of your qualfication certificates and also certificates confirming internships or your language
level as supporting documents.

Questions about the contract
When does the contract start and
finish?
The employment contract in Osnabrück is limited to one year and runs
from 1st October to 30th September
of the following year.
♦♦♦

♦♦♦

Can I extend my employment
contract?
No, the position as a city envoy is
limited to one year and cannot be
extended. This is so that as many young people as possible are given
the opportunity to represent Derby
for a year in Osnabrück.

How does the application procedure / application deadline work?
At the beginning of each year,
Osnabrück advertises the envoy
positions. The application deadline
isusually at the end of March. Skype
interviews are then held at the end
of April.

♦♦♦

During the interview, Jens Koopmann from the Twinning Office and
Head of the Department for the City
Council and Strategic Management
will introduce the chairman of the
Culture Committee and the current
envoy from Derby. Questions about
your motivation for applying, about
Derby and about your ideas for your
work in Osnabrück will be asked.
Ideas about future projects can be
included in the discussion. In order
to assess your oral language skills,

What will I earn?
You are employed full-time in
Osnabrück and receive a monthly
net salary of approximately
€ 1,500.00. Tax and social insurance
(sickness, pension, unemployment
and long-term care insurance) have
already been deducted.
♦♦♦

What are the working hours?
Working hours are 39 hours per
week.
9

When will I be paid?
The salary is always paid at the end
of the month. Your first wages are
paid at the end of October.

Do the outward and return journeys also apply?
Osnabrück will reimburse you for
the full cost of your return journey
home after you have finished your
contract. Again, make sure that you
buy the most cost-effective tickets.

♦♦♦

Will I have health and pension insurance?
Health insurance and pension
scheme contributions are automatically deducted from your monthly
salary. Your employer also contributes to your health and pension insurance

♦♦♦

Will I be able to use public transport for free?
The city of Osnabrück will provide
you with a free bus pass valid in Osnabrück for the duration of your
contract.

♦♦♦

How many days leave do I have?
For the 12 months you are hired in
Osnabrück, you will receive 31 days
leave.

Questions about travelling

♦♦♦

How can I travel between Derby
and Osnabrück?
Unfortunately, Münster/Osnabrück
airport does not fly to the UK. Alternative routes include:

Will I get additional travel days?
Since the journey between Derby
and Osnabrück takes about one day,
the you are elligible for 6 travel days
in addition to your annual leave.

From Birmingham to Düsseldorf,
Hannover or Hamburg and then by
train to Osnabrück.

♦♦♦

Are travel costs reimbursed?
The city of Osnabrück will refund
you half the cost of flights between
Derby and Osnabrück for 3 journeys.

From Manchester to Bremen. This
route is not recommended as there
is no direct connection from Derby
to Manchester. From Bremen you
can take the train to Osnabrück.

When booking, make sure that you
buy the most cost-effective tickets.
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faction or group and is up for reelection in 2021. He is head of administration and of the Council, and
chief representative of the city of
Osnabrück. In addition to the Lord
Mayor, there are 3 deputy mayors
who represent the Lord Mayor at
events. The Twinning Office is assigned to the Department for the City
Council and Strategic Management
which is headed by the Lord Mayor.

Questions about the job
Who is my contact person in
Osnabrück?
The leaders of the envoy team are:
Jens Koopmann
(Twinning Office Supervisor)
Tel.: 0541 / 323 - 2272
Mail: koopmann@osnabrueck.de
and
Claudia Ruschmeier
Tel.: 0541 / 323 - 4633
Mail: ruschmeier.c@osnabrueck.de

♦♦♦

Where is my place of work?
The Twinning Office is located in the
Town Hall. There, you and the other
city envoys each have their own
office. The joint office of Mr. Koopmann and Mrs. Ruschmeier is also
on this floor.

♦♦♦

Who is my contact person in Derby?
Your contact person in Derby is:
Stella Birks
Head of Tourism
Tel: 00 44 13 32 64 34 10
Mail: stella.birks@derby.gov.uk

♦♦♦

What equipment does my workplace have?
Your office is equipped with a computer with internet connection,
printer and telephone. It is possible
to keep in contact with the relevant
people in Derby through email, telephone and Skype.

♦♦♦

What
is
the
administrative
structure in Osnabrück?
Osnabrück City Council is the most
important municipal body and represents the political power of the
citizens at the municipal level. It is
elected every 5 years and consists of
50 councillors and the Lord Mayor.
The Lord Mayor belongs to no
11

Are there any other city envoys in
Osnabrück?
In Osnabrück, you will be working
with the city envoys from Angers
(France),
Çanakkale
(Turkey),
Haarlem (Netherlands) and Tver
(Russia).

Is there some sort of preparation in
Derby?
Before you leave Derby, get in touch
with your Derby point of contact
(Stella Birks) for information on current and planned projects and to
ask any questions you might have.
♦♦♦

What introductory training will I receive?
If possible, the new city envoy can
travel to Osnabrück a few days
before the start of the contract. In
Osnabrück, you can meet your
predecessor and ask any questions
you may have. A summary of all
current and planned projects and
tasks will be prepared for you by
your predecessor.

Questions about my tasks
What tasks does the city envoy have?
As a city envoy, you will take care of
all projects to do with the Twinning.
There are numerous exchanges with
various partners such as schools,
sport clubs, associations, choirs etc.
As a point of contact in Osnabrück,
you can help find partners in Derby
and promote projects. This means
you will also be part of the organisational proceedings.

During the first weeks of your work
in Osnabrück, you will take part in
introductory training and information sessions and guided tours.
♦♦♦

What working hours will I have?
You are contracted to work 39 hours
a week and can work between the
hours of 6am and 8pm, with the
core working hours between 9am
and 4pm. This is a flexitime system,
which means that any work in the
evenings or at weekends counts towards your contracted hours.

As a city envoy, you are also the
point of contact for those looking
for interships placements in Derby.
In schools, retirement homes and
recreational centres, you present
your work as a city envoy and report
on Derby and the UK.
♦♦♦

♦♦♦
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drawers, bed and wardrobe.

Do we have to submit work reports ?
Work reports must be submitted in
written form on a quarterly basis.
In the weekly briefing, envoys give
oral reports on their projects and
activity.

The bathroom is equipped with
shower, toilet and sink.
Towels and bed linen are provided.
♦♦♦

Is there internet connection in the
apartment?
The apartment has a Wi-Fi internet
connection. The cost is approx.
€ 20.00 per month.

♦♦♦

Will I be working with contacts in
Derby?
You will be working closely via email
and telephone with various project
and exchange partners in Derby to
organise new and existing projects.

♦♦♦

How much do I pay in rent and
utility bills?
The monthly rent including heating
costs and other utility bills is
currently €330.00.

Questions about accommodation

Internet and electricity are not included—they are paid separately.

How far away is my home to my
workplace?
The flat is located on the market
place, directly in the city centre. It is
about 5 mins away by foot from the
office.

You are also obliged to pay a
‘Rundfunkbeitrag‘ (equivalent to a
TV licence) of € 17.50 per month.
♦♦♦

What do I have to sort out for the
accomodation in Osnabrück?
You do not have to sort anything out
for the apartment before you arrive.

♦♦♦

Is the flat well equipped?
The flat consists of a hall, living area
with kitchenette and bathroom.

Rent contracts, Wi-Fi and electricity
contracts etc will all be dealt with in
the introductory information sessions.

In the living area there is an equipped kitchenette (with an electric
hob, oven, microwave, refrigerator
and washing machine), a dining
area, sofabed, coffee table, chest of
13

What things should I bring from
home?
The apartment is fully equipped. In
principle, you only have to bring
your personal belongings.

Will I have health insurance cover
during my time in Osnabrück?
As an employee in Germany you are
legally obliged to take out health
insurance.

A hair dryer is not provided in the
apartment. You can also contact your predecessor with any questions
regarding the flat.

During the introductory session there is a date for a health insurance
contract.
♦♦♦

Do I have to register with the
authorities in Osnabrück?
In Osnabrück, you have to register
as a new resident with the Citizens'
Office.

General questions
What vaccinations do I require for
Germany?
No additional vaccinations are required for Germany.

During the introductory session there is a registration appointment with
the Citizen's Office.

♦♦♦

♦♦♦

How much money do I need on
arrival to carry me over until I am
paid?
Since your wages are paid at the end
of the month, you should bring some
extra money for the period before
your first payment.

Can I still vote abroad?
As you will be resident abroad for
more than 6 months of the year, you
will need to register as an overseas
elector at https://www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote. You can then apply
for a proxy or postal vote.

♦♦♦

You will be eligible to vote in UK Parliament elections, but not in local
council elections.

Do I need to set up an account with
a German bank?
You will need a German account to
receive your wages and pay bills. You
do not need to make any preparations yourself, as an appointment at
the bank is included in the introductory sessions.

♦♦♦

Claims cannot be derived from this
brochure. All statements are subject to change and are not guaranteed.
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Applying
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to
contact us.
Jens Koopmann
Tel.: 0541 / 323 - 2272
E-Mail: koopmann@osnabrueck.de
Claudia Ruschmeier
Tel.: 0541 / 323 - 4633
E-Mail:
ruschmeier.c@osnabrueck.de
♦♦♦

If you are interested in this oppurtunity and would like to apply,
please send us your application
documents.
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Friendship without
borders!

Herzlich willkommen!

Bienvenue!

Hoşgeldiniz!

Welcome!
For further Information:
Stadt Osnabrück
Referat Strategische Steuerung und Rat
Städtepartnerschaftsbüro
Bierstraße 28
49074 Osnabrück
Germany

Hartelijk welkom!

Добро пожаловать!

Derby Envoy in Osnabrück:
Städtepartnerschaftsbüro
Bierstraße 28
49074 Osnabrück
Tel.: 0049 541 323 2192
Email: botschafterin-gb@osnabrueck.de
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