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Over thirty new businesses open in Derby 

Derby City Centre has welcomed over thirty new businesses since May, according to the 

latest report from the city’s two Business Improvement Districts (BIDs).  

New cafés, bars and restaurants and a range of other independent shops are now trading 

within the Cathedral Quarter Business Improvement District (BID) and the St Peters Quarter 

Business Improvement District (BID) areas. 

Brad Worley, BID Manager for Cathedral Quarter and St Peters Quarter, said: “We are 

delighted to announce this news, and we want to celebrate the fact that Derby has 

welcomed so many new businesses trading in the city. 

“Since May, more than 30 businesses have set up and we would like to officially welcome 

these entrepreneurs our two BID areas. We are also working with a handful of other 

businesses who are preparing to open before the end of the year. 

“We still have empty units in and around Derby, but the findings from our new report are 

hugely positive. Like every other city across the UK, there are challenges when it comes to 

city centre trading, but we are determined to strengthen the quality of our city centre 

streets. 

“The fact that we have seen such a large number of businesses open in Derby in recent 

months – and more are coming in the next few weeks, is testament to the fact that Derby 

has a lot to offer.” 

Derby mum, Anum Zafar, is currently gearing up to open a new cafe on The Strand in Derby. 

She is bringing her artisan bakery, Glamberry, to the city after trading from an industrial 

estate on Mansfield Road. 

She said: “I started Glamberry four years ago as a hobby and after a year of running the 

business out of my parents’ kitchen, I expanded to a commercial unit in Derby. 

“I’ve worked tirelessly for the past few years to achieve my dream of opening my own café. I 

am unbelievably excited and proud that I’ve been able to get such a dream location for 

Glamberry. 

“The building is beautiful and when I’ve finished the renovations it’ll be the perfect café on 

The Strand. I’m hoping to create a welcoming environment for my customers to enjoy whilst 

indulging in coffee and cake!” 

Houseboat, a South Indian tapas-style restaurant, opened on St Peters Street in July and has 

been wowing diners with its Asian dishes. It specialises in food from Kerala, a region of 
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South India, and the owners have transformed the building which was once home to the 

Swiss Cottage café. 

Manager, Johns Geo, said: “We are thrilled to be part of the vibrant Derby community. We 

are excited to bring our unique flavours and warm hospitality to the area and look forward 

to serving the wonderful people of Derby.” 

Farhan Mahmood also has a new shop in Derby after running his stall in the Eagle Market 

for 30 years. He now runs his business, BCS Electricals, on Albert Street, next door to 

Martin’s Fruit, who also relocated from the Eagle Market. 

He said: “I struggled to find a shop, but Martin’s Fruits was my neighbour in the market, and 

he helped me. We are now neighbours again and it is great.” 

For Yunis Alenzi it was an easy decision to open Shwarma Al-Sham on St Peters Street. He 

wanted to bring his Syrian-style of food to the city. 

The 24-year-old said: “I have been living in Derby for 14 years and had been looking for a 

shop to open. This one is perfect as it is not too big and not too small.” 

Events organised by the two BIDs bring thousands of people to the city and its Ranger teams 

are dedicated to supporting businesses. They work closely with organisations such as 

Derbyshire Police and Derby City Council Street Pride team and are the ‘eyes and ears’ of 

the city. 

Ranger Scott Harris said: “The Rangers are an important resource in the area for sharing 

information, welcoming visitors, and tackling issues that affect the businesses in our BIDs, 

Business Improvement Districts. 

“We play a crucial role in Derby, and we are so happy that more businesses are opening in 

the city. It is great to see Derby busier – it’s a win, win.” 

Ends. 

Media enquiries: Wendy Roberts/jack Readman, Nielsen McAllister, Tel: 01332 293939; Email: 
jack@nmpr.co.uk or Wendy@nmpr.co.uk 
Cathedral Quarter BID Project Enquiries: Eve Taylor pfbb UK Ltd Tel: 01332 419053 email: 
BIDprojectexecutive@derbycathedralquarter.co.uk  

Note to Editors 

BIDs are regulated and were first introduced in the UK in 2004 as part of the Local Government Act 2003. 

BIDs are an investment in the local trading environment through the provision of added value services  

BIDs are funded by local businesses through a regulated levy; therefore, all beneficiaries pay. 

They see improvements in business profitability and turnover which would not have happened without a BID.  
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Businesses identify the area and the issues and put together a proposal which should include delivery 
guarantees, performance indicators and management structure. The plan voted for has a lifespan of 5 years 
and further proposals will have to be reaffirmed through a further vote. 

There are now over 350 BIDs across the country.  

There are two criteria which have to be achieved for the vote to be successful: more than 50% of the number 
of businesses who vote have to say yes and more than 50% of the rateable value of the businesses who vote 
have to say yes. 

BID information: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/business-improvement-districts  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/business-improvement-districts

