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Mill around Derbyshire’s historic Victorian watermill 

on its annual open weekend 

PHOTOS:  National Mills Weekend (National Trust Jon Scrimshaw) 

 

Celebrate National Mills Weekend at Stainsby Mill with free entry to all members of 

the public on the 11th and 12th of May. 

 

Situated on the stunning Hardwick estate, near Chesterfield, the mill offers a vivid 

image of the workplace of a 19th-century miller. With volunteers on hand to support 

your experience as you explore this unique historic place, learn all about the history 

of the site from the 16th century to the present day! 

 

Built on the banks of the Doe Lea river, the mill has been part of the Derbyshire 

countryside for more than 800 years and was purchased by Bess of Hardwick in 

1593. It became part of the Stainsby Mill farm in the 17th century and provided flour 

to the Devonshire family right up until 1952. 

 

After your tour of the mill, explore the Mill Ponds to discover how Stainsby functioned 

as part of a wider self-sufficient estate. 

 

Opening times: National Trust | Stainsby Mill 

 

– ENDS – 

 

For further media information please contact: 

Ella Suchoruczka – ella.suchoruczka@nationaltrust.org.uk 
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Notes to editors 

 

https://nationaltrustonline.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/Hardwick%26StainsbyMill/Shared%20Documents/Operational%20Support/Marketing%20and%20Communications/03.%20Online/3.%20Press%20Releases/2024/Images/National%20Mills%20Weekend%20(National%20Trust%20Jon%20Scrimshaw)?csf=1&web=1&e=mqKmz7
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/peak-district-derbyshire/hardwick-estate-stainsby-mill/events/a824c0aa-8e9f-45ee-8e56-16d3aeb59c57
https://nationaltrustonline.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/Hardwick%26StainsbyMill/Shared%20Documents/Operational%20Support/Marketing%20and%20Communications/03.%20Online/3.%20Press%20Releases/2024/Images/National%20Mills%20Weekend%20(National%20Trust%20Jon%20Scrimshaw)?csf=1&web=1&e=mqKmz7


About Stainsby Mill 

The mill became part of the Hardwick Estate in 1593, providing flour to the family and locals 

alike. In 1850, the 6th Duke of Devonshire reconstructed the mill in order to make white flour, 

which was becoming increasingly popular. The machinery remained in place until the 1990s, 

when the dilapidated mill was restored to the 6th Duke’s designs. 

  

Stainsby Mill, Doe Lea, Chesterfield, S44 5RW 

  

Website: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hardwick-hall   

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NationalTrustHardwick   

Instagram: @hardwickhallnt   

Twitter: @NThardwick 

 
About the National Trust 

The National Trust is an independent conservation charity founded in 1895 by three people: 

Octavia Hill, Sir Robert Hunter and Hardwicke Rawnsley, who saw the importance of the 

nation's heritage and open spaces and wanted to preserve them for everyone to enjoy. 

Today, across England, Wales and Northern Ireland, we continue to look after places so 

people and nature can 

thrive. 

  

We care for more than 250,000 hectares of countryside, 780 miles of coastline, 1 million 

collection items and 500 historic properties, gardens and nature reserves. In 2022/23 we 

received 24 million visitors to our pay for entry sites. The National Trust is for everyone - we 

were founded for the benefit of the whole nation, and our 5.7 million members, funders and 

donors, and tens of thousands of volunteers support our work to care for nature, beauty, 

history for everyone, for ever. 


